Tia      SILVER AND SHEKFiKLD  PLATE
direction has to be reckoned with. Reinforcement of
parts by the introduction of stiffening rods or wires
may be legitimate enough viewed from a craftsman's
point of view, but such supports ought never to he
priced at Old Silver rates.
THE TREND OF PRICKS
Comparison between the prices paid during the
present year for Old Silver and those recorded in
Mr, Oaldicott's book show conclusively that the trend
of prices is upwards, particularly in the case of pieces
of good shape and in proper condition. A closer
examination must confirm, wo think, the opinion that
collectors favour of any two pieces of the like sort,
the one which is the lighter in weight It is not
diflicult to understand the reason, for if a predetermined
sum, is to be spent on an < )ld Silver cabinet, two articles
of a diftereiH character, but of the same period, or
place of assay, will make a more interesting addition
to the collection than a single example of either of
equal weight; to the two smaller lots. In no other
way can one account for the remarkable prices which
have been paid recently Cor small cream jugs, trencher
salts, muffineers ot only two to three ounces weight,
and tumbler cups.
In the following pages, dealing with the quest for
specimens, particulars of individual lots have been set
out at far greater length than is customary in hand-
books on old wares. The studious reader will find
that from the numerous entries hereinafter printed lie
can gather a great deal of practical ijoformation relating
to the size of pieces, their weight, method of decoration,
shape and so on, The glossary at the end of the